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sentence in which Mr. Tiffany has failed to set forth his 
meaning clearly. He has succeeded very wonderfully in 
combining brevity and clearness. Every now and then by a 
mere passing reference to the reasons for preferring one line 
of authorities to another, he shows his breadth of view and 
proves that, if space permitted, he could do much more than 
"indicate the law." The unique and unreasonable attitude 
of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania on the question of the 
right to rescind, where the purchaser on credit not only was 
insolvent at the time he purchased but knew himself to be 
insolvent, does not escape our author. And yet he contents 
himself with but a few sentences of explanation in the text, 
and a reference to the cases in a note. In his few sentences 
of explanation he has shown us what he conceives to be the 
better line of reasoning. 

It will certainly not be long before the profession realizes 
the debt they owe to Mr. Tiffany for the production of this 
handbook. The rare, good judgment and ability displayed 
by him on every page will certainly secure for the volume the 
success which it deserves. 

F. P. Kane. 



Uniform State Legislation. By Frederic J. Stimson. 
A Paper Submitted to, and Published by the American 
Academy of Political and Social Science. April, 1895. 

The recent conference of the " Commissions for the Promo- 
tion of Uniformity in Legislation " has attracted far more 
attention than any of its predecessors, the various states 
having become more deeply impressed with the practical 
importance of the subject.^ 

"The first general meeting," says Mr. Stim.son, "was 
held at Saratoga in August, 1892, at the time of the 
meeting of the American Bar Association. At this meet- 
ing seven states only were represented." At the conference 
in August, 1894, there were twenty-two in all. Mr. Stimson 

' It will be noticed that this pamphlet appeared in April. The confer- 
ence met in August at Detroit. 
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was chosen secretary at the first meeting, and, is, therefore, 
well qualified to discuss the question of Uniform State Legis- 
lation and to tell us what has been accomplished in that direc- 
tion. His pamphlet (containing only thirty-six pages), with- 
out attempting to enter into a minute discussion as to what 
are and what are not proper subjects for uniformity, directs 
attention to the general merits of the case. 

After reminding us that we are living under a fourfold 
system of law, the author disclaims any desire to touch our 
system of state and Federal government " with the resulting 
system of state and Federal courts," but expresses the hope 
that " by voluntary and simultaneous action — the .same action 
which led to the adoption of the Federal Constitution — the 
several states may gradually be brought to enact the same 
statutes on all purely formal matter, on most matters of trade 
and commerce, and in general on all those subjects when no 
peculiar geographical or social condition or inherited custom 
of the people demands in each state a separate and peculiar 
statute law." 

Then, after tracing historically the causes which led to the 
diversity of ante-revolutionary statute law, but before taking 
up in detail the subjects selected as examples of laws which 
demand a uniform adoption, the author calls attention to the 
fact that it is not as if the states and territories had each a 
wholly different statute upon any subject, but that not more 
than three or four different statutes are found, in them all, 
upon any one subject. The similarity in the statutes is 
observable in groups of states, one having set an example 
which has been followed by other usually, but not always, 
neighboring states. And there are many statutes, such as 
those upon limited partnership, where the law throughout the 
whole United States is now nearly identical. 

" The diversity, however, even between adjoining states of 
like conditions is very great," and to illustrate this the differ- 
ence between the laws of New York and those of Connec- 
ticut as regards marriage, divorce, the descent of property, 
etc., is cited. 

The reason for the wide diversity in statutes enacted since 
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the Revolution is then taken up, and the states divided into 
four classes : (i) Code States; (2) States which "go far in 
what may be termed the enactment of the common law, and in 
addition, also; (3) States which are generally inclined to add 
to, or occasionally to alter, the common law, rather than to 
enact it over in their statutes," and (4) " the conservative 
states, which retain the common law most nearly intact." 

An interesting sketch of the history of the movement for 
national unification of law then follows, showing the steps 
which led to the appointment of state commissions, the promo- 
tion of the conference, the slow but certain gain from year to 
year, and the particular subjects which have thus far recom- 
mended themselves to the attention of the commission. 

To quote from this, the portion of the pamphlet of the 
greatest practical importance and interest to the reader would 
occupy too much space. It is only necessary to say that 
every lawyer who is appreciative of the good practical results 
to be obtained by the success of the movement for Uniform 
Legislation should not fail to read what Mr. Stimson has to 
say about it. W. S. Ellis. 
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The deaths within the past sixty days of Howell E. Jack- 
son and William Strong — the former an active member and 
the latter a retired member of the Supreme Court 
Mr. Justices of the United States — call for special notice in the 
strong and columns of the Law Register. Both had at- 

Jackson 

tained the highest judicial station, and both had 
given the most substantial evidence of great judicial ability, 
but the friends of both must deplore the fact that neither 
rounded out a great judicial career, as Bushrod Washington, 
Story, Miller and Bradley did. This was not due to want of 
capacity, nor in the case of Justice Strong, to want of oppor- 
tunity. Ill-health overtook Justice Jackson shortly after his 
appointment and seriously crippled his powers, while Justice 
Strong voluntarily resigned his high office after ten years of 



